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Petal Pusher

JANUARY 2026

Upcoming Events

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g
M o n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 6  
M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
9 : 1 5  M e e t  a n d  G r e e t
1 0 : 0 0  A M  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g
1 0 : 4 5  P r o g r a m  -  J o h n  M c E l l e n
D e s i g n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  g a r d e n s
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r i c  S a v a n n a h
* T o  a t t e n d ,  r e g i s t e r  o n - l i n e :
w w w . l a n d i n g s g a r d e n c l u b . c o m

February General Meeting

Buzz by Friday
F r i d a y ,  J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6
6 : 0 0  -  9 : 0 0  p m  
G a y l e  R i d g w a y ’ s  h o m e
2 6  D e l e g a l  R o a d
B Y O B  a n d  a p p e t i z e r  t o  s h a r e
* T o  a t t e n d ,  r e g i s t e r  o n - l i n e :
w w w . l a n d i n g s g a r d e n c l u b . c o m

M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6
M e s s i a h  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
9 : 1 5  M e e t  a n d  G r e e t
1 0 : 0 0  A M  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g
1 0 : 4 5  P r o g r a m  - M e l a n e y  C r o s s
O r g a n i c  S k i n c a r e  p r o d u c t s  h a r v e s t e d
f r o m  M e l a n e y ’ s  G a r d e n  

Beautification, Conservation, Education

I n s p i r e  t o  G r o w  T h r o u g h  B e a u t i f i c a t i o n ,  P r e s e r v a t i o n ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  &  E d u c a t i o n



NGC President Donna Donnelly is  championing two signif icant projects:

1. Keep America Beautiful

2. Remov e Litter  and Beautify Shared Spaces

Additionally,  President Donnelly encourages garden club members to pl ant red,  white,

and blue f lowers in honor of  America’s 250th Birthday.  The Garden Club of  Georgia

wil l  be gathering photos of  these patriotic gardens.  Stay tuned for  more detai ls  

from the GCG PLANT AMERICA chairman, Nilsa Summe y. Begin pl anning and 

pl anting y our garden to celebrate our nation's  Birthday throughout the y ear!

This year, you can conveniently renew your membership online! Simply
visit the Garden Club homepage and click on the “Renew Online Here”
button. You’ll be able to fill out the membership form and select your
preferred payment method.

Membership Dues are as follows:
$50 for Active Members
$60 for Inactive Members  (Inactive members remain part of the
club but are not obligated to serve on a committee.)

There are three simple ways to make your payment:
Bring a check to the meeting on January 26
Pay via Zelle
Mail or tube a check to our Treasurer, Martha Nesmith

**Please make checks payable to The Landings Garden Club.

We look forward to another wonderful year filled with friendship, 
learning, and gardening together!

National Garden Club (NGC) News
Submit ted by Lisa Hall ,  Immediate Past P resident ,  GCG
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PLANT AMERICA: 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Projects for 2025-2027

The National Garden Club’s theme for 2025-2027 Administration is:
PLANT AMERICA FOR THE NEXT 100 YEARS!

Membership Dues R Due
It’s Time to Renew your Garden Club Membership

We Hope You’ll Continue Growing With US in 2026  



Although our volunteers are currently on a break, work at Sparrow Field continues.
The Audubon Tallow Terrors, with assistance from the TLC Arborists, have tackled
approximately 75 trees in the far-left corner of the field. Bartlett Tree Specialists were
engaged to hedge and trim the verbenas and bottle brush, allowing more sunlight to
reach the edge of the planting area. Invasive vines have been removed, and their roots
treated. Additionally, the club arborist has taken down an unruly large palm.
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Skidaway Farms
Submitted by Phyllis Aaron

My dedicated gardeners  have been nurtur ing our  winter  crops,
including cabbage,  col l ards ,  broccol i ,  let tuce,  and carrots ,
through the vary ing temperatures  of  the past  few weeks.  We
covered the pl ants  to  shield them f rom the recent  chi l l ,  and
thankful ly ,  everything has survived and is  thr iv ing.

We successful ly  harvested our  f i rs t  crop of  let tuce,  which
weighed 14 pounds,  a longside a  l arge head of  cabbage and 13
pounds of  col l ard greens.  Regrettably ,  the carrots  were
infested with  worms,  so  we had to  discard them.  Al l  of  our
harvest  has  been donated to  the Savannah Union Miss ion to
help prepare hot  meals  for  those in  need.

A heart fe l t  thank you to  the Farm Team for  thei r  ass istance with
pl ant ing,  weeding,  and harvest ing,  especial ly  to  those who
could jo in  us  at  the l ast  minute.  A  special  shout-out  goes to  our
master  gardener ,  Jayne Rogers ,  who has been instrumental  in
teaching me the intr icacies  of  managing the Farm plot .

Sparrow Field
Submitted by Dawn Cordo

Our irrigation requirements have also been addressed. The shorter sprinkler heads have
been replaced with taller ones, enhancing their visibility for volunteers and improving
the efficiency of water distribution. This upgrade will also help maintain the stability of
the wall. The top row of the wall has been reset and is expected to hold well. We plan to
resume weeding in early spring, weather permitting. There is always plenty of work to
be done at Sparrow Field and we welcome all volunteers!

The Audubon Tallow Terrors...
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Native hollies come in various forms, ranging from towering trees to compact
shrubs. Some serve as excellent hedges, while others stand out as striking
accent plants. In the Southeast , three common varieties of hollies can be
found: American, Yaupon, and Dahoon. These plants exhibit a range of leaf
shapes and sizes, with growth forms that can vary from upright to weeping. All
three types produce the glossy green leaves and red berries we often
associate with “Christmas Holly.”

Holly trees are dioecious, meaning they have both male and female specimens.
Only the female trees bear berries, which are a great food source for wildlife.

American Holly (Ilex opaca)
This adaptable holly thrives in natural settings and can 
also be utilized as a landscape tree. This broad-leaved 
evergreen boasts a symmetrical ,  dense, and wide 
pyramidal shape. Its spiny, glossy evergreen leaves are
beautifully complemented by clusters of red berries that
persist through fall  and winter. Additionally, the whitebark
of these trees adds visual interest to their overall appearance.

Yaupon Holly (Ilex vomitoria)
Yaupon Holly comes in several cultivars, offering a variety 
of forms ranging from dwarf types that resemble boxwood 
to larger upright or weeping trees. The larger Yaupon Hollies 
can reach heights of 15 to 25 feet , with a similar width. In 
the landscape, these evergreens take about ten years to 
develop the distinctive vase shape they're known for.

Dahoon Holly (Ilex cassine)
Dahoon Holly is a sizable variety that can spread 8 to 12 
feet and often reaches heights of 40 feet , although it is
commonly seen at heights between 20 and 30 feet . The 
dark evergreen leaves range from 2 to 3 inches long, 
exhibiting a smooth, supple, and shiny texture with a few
 serrations near the tip. These trees produce a substantial
 number of berries that are favored by wildlife.

Incorporating native hollies as screens or accent plants supports our bird
populations. They provide an abundant food source through their plentiful
berries and offer shelter within their evergreen foliage. As you plan your
landscape, be sure to consider these native hollies as beautiful enhancements
for your garden.
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Birds and Conservation 
Submitted by Sue Hamlet

Na t i ve  P l a n t  S p o t l i g h t :  Na t i ve  Ho l l i e s
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Birds and Conservation 
Submitted by Sue Hamlet

January Bird of the Month, A Bird of Many Names:
Yellow-rumped Warbler, also known as Myrtle Warbler or Butter Butt

Decorating Committee
Submitted by Donna Slappy and Sally Dunphy

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who braved the
chilly D ecember mornings to help us spread holiday cheer by
hanging decorations. The wreaths, garlands, and Christmas trees
sparkled at night, creating a truly magical atmosphere.

A special thank you goes to D onna Slappy for her dedication in
coordinating the designs and for purchasing the garlands,
ribbons, trees, and wreaths. We also want to acknowledge Pat
B arry and her team for their wonderful decorations. Additionally,
we appreciate our helpers who provided the essential tools needed
to complete our tasks and assisted in transporting everything. 
Great job, everyone!

The entrance gates of our communtiy were beautifully decorated for the holidays!
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This and That,  Tidbits of Interest.. .
The Landings Garden Club - Community Board

What’s Upat the LGC?

All members are encouraged to log into
the Members Only  section located near
the top right corner. To sign in type in
all capital letters: TLGC2026

We are in the process of uploading
documents, so for now, please focus on
signing into the members-only section.
We will be posting meeting minutes,
and member lists. The Petal Pusher is
available under the resources tab. 

Our New Website i s  Live
ht t ps://w w w.landingsgardenclub.com HOME

landingsgardenclub.com

Hospitality
Submitted by Jennifer Johnson 

Hospitality is running smoothly. We have a fantastic team working together
seamlessly. Our new system of organizing member contributions
alphabetically for social hour proved effective in November. The Holiday
Cookie Exchange was a tremendous success, with many members bringing
delicious treats. A special thank you goes to Patsy Bowden for providing her
beautiful china tea set, which created a stunning and festive table.

Contributions for General Meeting Social Hour
Members with the last names listed below are asked to bring goodies for the
General Meeting Social Hour:

E - H: January 26 Meeting
I - M:  February 23 Meeting
N - S:  March 23 Meeting
T - W: April 27 Meeting

Jennifer will email members assigned for each month a week in advance,
reminding them of their hospitality duties. If you know you will be
unavailable to contribute during your assigned month, please inform
Jennifer as soon as possible. This will allow her to arrange for someone
to take over your responsibilities and reschedule your duty for
another month.

Save the Date:
Savannah Camellia Festival

February 20-22
for more info.

www.savannahcamelliatrail.com

Did you know...
You can now register for the General Meeting as well
as other Garden Club events on-line via our website:
www.landingsgardenclub.com



TREASURER'S REPORT 12/2025

OPERATIONS WAYS & MEANS

BEGINNING BALANCE $8,067.63 $9,804.88

DEPOSITS $80.00 $2,964.53

SUBTOTAL $8,147.63 $12,769.41

EXPENDITURES $425.24 $912.07

ACCOUNT BALANCE $7,722.39 $11,857.34

MINUS RESERVES * $2,500.00 $890.35
Hesse School Grant
$390.35

Arbor Day Grant $500

AVAILABLE BALANCE $5,222.39 $10,966.99

* Funds from Savings Acct set up at Club inception.
Must remain a reserve.

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Martha Nesmith  
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Th e  G e o r g i a  S t a te ,  S a l e s  Ta x  R e t u r n  w a s  s u b m i t te d  o n  J a n u a r y  2 ,  2 0 2 6 .  D u e  to  a  s m a l l  c r e d i t
f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t h ,  o u r  to t a l  o w e d  w a s  o n l y  $ 2 9 . 4 7 .  Th i s  a m o u n t  w i l l  b e  t h e  f i n a l
l i a b i l i t y  u n l e s s  w e  e n g a g e  i n  f u r t h e r  f u n d r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  E xc i t i n g  n e w s :  t h e
$ 3 5 0  f e e  c o l l e c te d  f r o m  Th e  M a r s h e s  f o r  t h e  w r e a t h  d e s i g n  c l a s s  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  to  t a x .

A Note From the Corresponding Secretary...

D ear Club Members,

If you are aware of a fellow member who would appreciate a note from The
L andings Garden Club to acknowledge a signif icant milestone in their life, kindly
inform me and Gayle Ridgway. We would be happy to send them an appropriate
card. You may reach out via email or leave a message with either of us.

Thank you,
B arbra Martin

A card was sent to Kathy and Nick Sorvillo (her husband) this week.
Kathy fell while visiting family in D enver and is currently hospitalized.
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Gayle cal led the meeting to order  at  10:05 am

Welcome to al l  members.  Introductions were made to new members and guests :

Janis  Jones,  Terr i  Benson,  Sal ly  Eckerton,  Emily  Johanson,  Sarah Lamade.

Pledge of  Al legiance and Mindful  Ref lect ion were recited.

Motion to approve the minutes of  November 17,  2025 meeting was mad by Barbra

Victor  and seconded by Anne Gardner .  The meeting minutes are posted on the

club website  under  Resources.

Barbara Mart in,  Corresponding Secretary,  requested that  i f  anyone knows of  a

member we should send a card to,  please let  her  know.

The Treasurer ’s  Report  is  posted in the Petal  Pusher  Newsletter  as  wel l  as  on the

club website.

P re s i d e n t ’ s  R e p o r t :

Gayle Ridgway,  Angie Stewart ,  and Joni  Brownstein have been working di l igently

on our  website.  The Website,  h t t p : / / w w w. l a n d i n g s g a rd e n c l u b . c o m ,  has a

Members’  Only sect ion.  To s ign in,  type in  capital  letters :  T LG C 2 0 2 6  

C o m m i t te e  C h a i r  R e p o r t s :

S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t te e  C h a i r  R e p o r t s :  Posted in Petal  Pusher  Newsletter .

H o s p i t a l i t y  C h a i r :  Jen Johnson thanked her  committee and everyone who

brought cookies for  the cookie swap.  Each month she wi l l  assign,  by alphabetical

order  who is  to  br ing hospital i ty  t reats .  January t reats  wi l l  be the responsibi l i ty  of

l ast  names E through H.  Jen wi l l  not i fy ,  those members whose turn i t  is  to  br ing

food to our  meeting pr ior  to  each month so be on the look-out  for  your  turn. .

F u n d r a i s i n g  C h a i r :  Beth Weathers  said we raised $5,201.50 sel l ing bows and we

st i l l  have a  few red ones left  which we wi l l  sel l  for  $20 each.  She thanked those

women who made the bows and sold the bows.

Vicki  Menke was in  charge of  the daffodi l  sales and we sold al l  of  them.  We intend

to order  much more for  next  year .

Hol iday Wreath Making cl ass at  the Marshes was a  big success.  Anne Gardner ,

Diane Gustafson and Vicki  Menke led the cl ass.  The people at  the Marshes would

l ike for  us to come back for  other  hol idays.

Th e  L a n d i n g s  G a rd e n  C l u b ,  G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  M i n u te s :  
D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5
S u b m i t te d  by  P h y l l i s  A a ro n ,  R e c o rd i n g  S e c re t a r y
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To function as an educational organization interested in all phases of gardening and related subjects.
To aid in the protection of forests, marshes, native plants, wildflowers and birds.
To maintain membership in and coordinate club interests with those of The National Garden Clubs, Inc.,  

     The Garden Cub of Georgia, Inc.,  and The Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. 

The Landings Garden Club Mission

The Landings Garden Club
Is a Federated Club and a proud member of

National Garden Clubs, Inc.
The Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.

H o l i d a y  D e c o r a t i o n s :  Al l  have been instal led and completed.  We are wait ing for
TLA to let  us  know when to schedule the take-down and where the decorat ions are
to be stored unt i l  next  year .  Sal ly  Dunphy coordinated member helpers  to put  up
and take down the decorat ions.  Pat  Barry  and her  crew did the Oakridge Gate,
Moon River  Gate House,  and Marshview.  Donna Sl appy and her  team did the Main
Gate,  Deer  Creek Gate House,  and the North Gate House.

O l d  B u s i n e s s :
We are wait ing to hear  f rom Sara Lucas who works at  The Hesse School .  They
recently  harvested white and sweet  potatoes.  There is  st i l l  about  $390 left  over
from the or iginal  donat ion we made.  Sara would l ike to use these funds to purchase
a bird feeder  with a  camera.  Any money remaining would go towards a  gi f t  card for
birdseed to use in  the feeder .
The By- l aws are almost  complete and wi l l  be ready to review in January,  2026.
Pol ic ies  and Procedures are being revised,  with many detai ls  pl aced there f rom the
By- l aws.  The By- l aws should withstand t ime whi le  pol ic ies  and procedures are more
f luid.
**We need a VP!

N e w  B u s i n e s s :
Membership Chair  is  Angie Stewart .  Dues for  2026 are due the f i rst  of  the year .  For
working members,  dues are $50.00 and for  inact ive members $60.00.
New name tags with refreshed logos are avai l able for  $10
Sue Hamlet  is  the new chair  of  Birds and Conservat ion.
We are looking at  fund rais ing opportunit ies  for  the Spring.
January “Buzz By” wi l l  be held on Fr iday night  January 30th,  at  Gayle’s  home,  
26 Delegal  Road.  Register  to  attend on- l ine:  www.l andingsgardenclub.com
Motion to adjourn was made by Barbara Victor ,  seconded by Martha Nesmith

P ro g r a m :  Holiday decorat ing -  Demonstat ions and tr icks for  the hol idays with
Connie Ross f rom John David Flor ist .
The Christmas Cookie Swap was enjoyed by al l ! .

LG C  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  M i n u te s :  D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  p g .  2


